
 

1 
 

MOL REPORT TO PLMHSC – FEBRUARY 2017 MEETING 

 

Section 1 
 

Reporting Month Statistics – Quick Overview 

 

Reporting Month Month Fatalities Month Critical 
Injuries Month Total 

 
January   27th 2017 

1 
 

7 8 

 
NOTE: Snap shot of incidents for the month of January are captured from January 1st to January 27th. . Incidents that may 
occur from January 28th to 31st will be captured in the March PLMHC report and identified as such in bold. 

 

Provincial Coordinators Comment: February 2017 

It is very unfortunate that we started this year off with a fatality.  While working around equipment extra 
attention is needed.  One of the criticals this month also involved equipment where someone got run over 
and only sustained a broken foot. 
 
Safe at Work Ontario Consultations were held for the construction industry on January 12, 2017.  The 
session was very well attended and some very good feedback was received.  I have reviewed those 
comments and have made some adjustments to the Initiatives and Blitz’s for this coming year.  These are 
now sitting with senior management for final review and approval.  I will have a list and timing of these for 
next month to share with everyone. 
 
The mobile cranes blitz numbers and report is now posted.  The numbers were very interesting around the 
actual enforcement of the cranes as the numbers were low.  There continues to be an issue with workers 
wearing the necessary personal protective equipment.   
 
We have included a new link this month under Section 2, MOL current events.  This will give you a direct 
link to all the cases from the MOL website.  We will continue to put a few in the report each month 
however if you are looking for more cases they can be found there. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Chris Plouffe 

(A) Provincial Coordinator 

Construction Health and Safety, Ministry of Labour  
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Section 2 
 

MOL Current Events 

 

 News Room January 2017 -Ontario Helping Keep Workers Safe on the Job 
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/news/2017.php 

 

 Blitz Results: Mobile Cranes and Material Hoisting 2016 
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/blitzes/blitz_report80.php 

 

 Spotlight New Construction Amendments Come Into Effect January 1 
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/topics/construction.php 
 

 
 Electrical Hazard Fact Sheet (Nov 2016) 
    https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/pubs/fs_electrical.php 
 
 Ontario Increases Minimum Wage (Oct 2016) 

 https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/es/pubs/guide/minwage.php 
  
 Workplace Violence and Harassment – Code of Practice (effective Sept 8, 2016) 

https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/pubs/harassment/index.php  
 

 2016-2017 Inspection Blitzes and Initiatives 
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/resources/blitzschedule.php 

 
 Safe At Work Ontario Annual Report - Results for April 2014 - March 2015 (20 April 2016) 

  http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/report/index.php  
 
 Working at Heights Training (content reviewed March 2016) 

http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/topics/heights.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=s
potlighths_EN&utm_campaign=WorkingAtHeights  

 
 Occupational Exposure Limits 

http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/about/consultations/oels/index.php 
 

 Replacing Your Roof (content reviewed March 2016) 
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/resources/roofing.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=sp
otlighths_EN&utm_campaign=RoofingPilot  
 

 Alert: Elevating Work Platform Crushing Hazard (April 2016) 
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/pubs/alerts/a36.php  
 

 Small Business Health and Safety Checklist 

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/1960E~1/$File/1960E.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

https://news.ontario.ca/mol/en/2017/01/ontario-helping-keep-workers-safe-on-the-job.html
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/news/2017.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/blitzes/blitz_report80.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/topics/construction.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/pubs/fs_electrical.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/es/pubs/guide/minwage.php
https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/pubs/harassment/index.php
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/resources/blitzschedule.php
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/sawo/report/index.php
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/topics/heights.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=spotlighths_EN&utm_campaign=WorkingAtHeights
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/topics/heights.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=spotlighths_EN&utm_campaign=WorkingAtHeights
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/about/consultations/oels/index.php
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/resources/roofing.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=spotlighths_EN&utm_campaign=RoofingPilot
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/resources/roofing.php?utm_source=molwebsite&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=spotlighths_EN&utm_campaign=RoofingPilot
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/pubs/alerts/a36.php
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/1960E~1/$File/1960E.pdf
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Section 3 

Case 1 

Court Bulletin  

Injury to Worker at Kitchener Wastewater Plant Results in $85,000 Fine, January 24, 2017  

KITCHENER, ONTARIO - A Mississauga-based scaffolding company pleaded guilty and has been fined $85,000 after 

a worker was permanently injured in a fall from a faulty scaffold. 

The company, Echaufauds Plus (Laval) Inc., operating as Action Scaffold Services, is a supplier, erector and 

dismantler of scaffolds at construction projects, with its Ontario head office located at 7151 Fir Tree Drive in 

Mississauga.   

Action Scaffold had been retained to supply scaffolds at a construction project which involved upgrades to the 

Kitchener Wastewater Treatment Plant at 368 Mill Park Drive in Kitchener. 

On May 27, 2015, an Action Scaffold crew was dismantling a scaffold that had previously been erected inside the 

primary digester tank at the wastewater plant. That morning, a sawn lumber plank of the scaffold snapped and 

broke, and a worker fell about seven metres to the floor of the tank.   

As a result of the fall, the worker suffered permanent injuries and has not returned to work. 

An investigation by a Ministry of Labour inspector found that the sawn lumber plank on which the worker was 

standing showed signs of rot and had cracks, some of which spanned almost the full length of the plank. Section 

135(2) of Ontario Regulation 213/91 (the Construction Projects Regulation) states that a work platform made of 

sawn lumber planks shall have planks of Number 1 grade spruce that do not have any defect affecting their load-

carrying capacity. 

Action Scaffold pleaded guilty to failing as an employer to ensure that measures and procedures prescribed by law 

were carried out on the project, and was fined $85,000 by Justice of the Peace Michael A. Cuthbertson in Kitchener 

court on January 24, 2017. 

The court also imposed a 25-per-cent victim fine surcharge as required by the Provincial Offences Act. The 

surcharge is credited to a special provincial government fund to assist victims of crime. 

 Court Information at a Glance  

Location: Provincial Offences Court/Ontario Court of Justice, 77 Queen Street N, Kitchener, Ont.                                    

Date of Sentencing: January 24, 2017 

Defendant: Echaufauds Plus (Laval) Inc., operating as 

Workplace: Kitchener Wastewater Treatment Plant, 368 Mill Park Drive, Kitchener, Ontario 
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Convictions: 

Occupational Health and Safety Act - Section 25(1)(c)           

Ontario Regulation 213/91 (Construction Projects Regulation) - Section 135(2) 
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Case 2 

Court Bulletin 

Regional Municipality of Waterloo Fined $50,000 after Workers Exposed to Asbestos 

KITCHENER, ONTARIO - The Regional Municipality of Waterloo pleaded guilty and has been fined $50,000 after 

workers were exposed to the hazard of asbestos. 

The exposure took place between October 2 and October 27, 2015, when eight workers employed by the 

municipality were working on a construction project at the region's water pumping station located at 23 William 

Street East in the City of Waterloo. 

The project involved the removal of existing equipment followed by the installation of new electrical and 

instrumentation equipment in a well house (also known as building #772). 

In 2014, the municipality had commissioned a designated substance assessment from a hygiene consultant which 

identified that the well house contained asbestos-containing materials. The employer failed to advise the workers 

and their supervisors of the presence of asbestos-containing materials in the building prior to the commencement 

of the construction work. 

During the work, workers penetrated the interior concrete block walls of the building when they drilled into the 

walls. These workers were exposed to asbestos when the vermiculite (asbestos-containing material) was disturbed 

and spilled out from the wall cavities. The workers were not wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) as 

required when working around asbestos-containing material, nor did they treat the material in the well house as 

asbestos-containing. 

The workers were not working continuously in the well house between the specific dates in October. One worker 

entered the building only once for a two-hour period, another entered for seven hours one day. None of the 

workers' exposure would qualify as extensive, court was told. 

One of the workers notified their supervisor and the health and safety advisor for the Region of Waterloo that the 

material encountered in the building could be asbestos-containing. The Ministry of Labour and a hygiene 

consultant were contacted, and proper clean-up of the spilled materials was done. 

The employer pleaded guilty to failing to provide a worker with the required information about materials that are 

asbestos-containing, contrary to Ontario Regulation 278/05 (the Designated Substance - Asbestos on Construction 

Projects and in Buildings and Repair Operations Regulation) and was fined $50,000 by Justice of the Peace Michael 

A. Cuthbertson in Kitchener court on January 13, 2017. 

 

The court also imposed a 25-per-cent victim fine surcharge as required by the Provincial Offences Act. The 

surcharge is credited to a special provincial government fund to assist victims of crime. 
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Court Information at a Glance 

Location: Provincial Offences Court/Ontario Court of Justice, 77 Queen Street North, Kitchener, Ontario                                  

Date of Sentencing: January 13, 2017 

Defendant: Regional Municipality of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener, Ontario 

Workplace: 23 William Street East, Waterloo, Ontario 

Matter: Occupational health and safety                              

Convictions:  

Ontario Regulation 278/05 (Designated Substance - Asbestos on Construction Projects and in Buildings and Repair 

Operations) Section 5(2)  
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Section 4 
 

Fatality & Critical Injury Year-to-Date Overview - Construction Sector 
 
 

 2017 
1st January – January 27 

2016 
1 January – January 31  

comparison with last year 

Fatalities 
1 

0 

Critical Injuries 7 8 

 

* NOTE: These figures represent preliminary data, and are not to be considered official statistics from the Ministry of Labour. Official statistics will be issued quarterly 

by the Program Analysis, Evaluation and Outcomes Unit of the Occupational Health and Safety Branch of the Ministry of Labour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTING MONTHS: 1st – 27th January 2017,  Monthly Summary Report 
 

January 2017 Fatalities (1) 
 

NOTE: Data are subject to change due to updates in the enforcement database. Only events reported to the ministry are included here. Except for fatalities, 

event categories in the ministry’s data set are based on what was assigned at the time of the initial report to the ministry.  The reported event category may 

not represent what actually occurred at the workplace. 

 

 

By Sector 

 

 RESM 

Brief Summary 

 

NOTE: 

 These entries are in 
ascending date order (i.e. 1st 
to 31st) not sector order. See 
Section 5 for additional entry 
details. 

 

 Worker was cleaning a concrete mixing machine and was pulled inside,    

resulting in fatal injuries. 
                                     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

8 
 

MOL REPORT TO PLMHSC – FEBRUARY 2017 MEETING 

 
 

January 2017 Critical Injuries (7) 
 

NOTE: Data are subject to change due to updates in the enforcement database. Only events reported to the ministry are included here. Except for fatalities, 

event categories in the ministry’s data set are based on what was assigned at the time of the initial report to the ministry.  The reported event category may not 

represent what actually occurred at the workplace. 

 

 

By Sector 

 

 3 Single Family Housing 

 2 Apartments and other multiple housing 

 2 Commercial Construction 

 

Brief Summary 

 

 

 

 

 A worker assisting a crane operator in lifting a load of plywood got his hands 

caught between the chains holding the load up and the load, which severed the 

index and middle fingers on his left hand. 

 

 A worker slipped and fell 25 ft off upper roof of a single family home build 

resulting in a loss of consciousness, fractured back and leg.  

 

 A worker was critically injured due to collapsed trench. The worker was fixing a 

leak in a pipe when the trench collapsed and a rock/frozen earth fell on the 

worker.  

 

 A worker cutting weather stripping off door with utility knife, cut himself in the 

arm and lost consciousness.  

 

 Two workers were cutting concrete and one worker lost consciousness confirmed 

due to exposure to carbon monoxide. 

 

 A worker sustained four fractures when operator of mini excavator ran over 

worker's foot. 

 

 Worker fell off step ladder and fractured wrist 
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Section 5 
 

Fatality & Critical Injury Year-to-Date Summaries*- Construction Sector 
 

*All new entries (current month and reconciled data) appear in bold. 

 
NOTE: Some detail will inevitably be missing from the PLMHSC Report. The document is intended to provide an initial overview, not a comprehensive report. Annual data 

reporting approved by the Director should be used by stakeholders if they wish to see all data available to the Ministry related to an event. 

 

Fatalities Year-to-Date Summary (1 January to January 27, 2017):  

Total Year-to-Date Fatalities:  
 

Note 1: Ages will be included when available. 

Note 2: Reconciled data appears in bold 
 

 # Date of 
Incident 

 

Region 
 

Sector 
 

Occupation 
Details 

(as reported to MOL) 

1 January 16 

2017 

Central East RESM 

Condomi

nium 

project 

Worker Worker was cleaning a concrete mixing machine and was pulled 

inside, resulting in fatal injuries. 

 

 

Critical Injuries Year-to-Date Summary (January 1st to January 27th 2017):  Total Year-to-Date Critical Injuries: 

Note 1: Ages will be included when available. 

 Note 2: Reconciled data appears in bold 
 

 

# 
 

Date of Incident 
 

Region 
 

Sector 
 

Occupation 
Details 

(as reported to MOL) 

1 04-Jan-17 Western RESS 
 

Worker 

 

A worker cutting weather stripping off door with utility knife, cut 

himself in the arm and lost consciousness.  

2 09-Jan-17 Central east COMM 
 

Worker 

A worker was critically injured due to collapsed trench. The worker was 

fixing a leak in a pipe when the trench collapsed and a rock/frozen earth 

fell on the worker.  

 

3 
 

10-Jan-17 
 

Central west 

 
RESM 

 
Worker 

A worker sustained four fractures when operator of mini excavator ran 

over worker's foot. 

4 10-Jan-2017 Eastern RESS 
 

Worker 
A worker slipped and fell 25 ft off upper roof of a single family home 

build resulting in a loss of consciousness, fractured back and leg.  

5 
 

16-Jan-17 
 

Central East 
 

RESM 
 

Worker 

A worker assisting a crane operator in lifting a load of plywood got his 

hands caught between the chains holding the load up and the load, which 

severed the index and middle fingers on his left hand. 

6 19-Jan-17 Northern COMM Worker 
Two workers were cutting concrete and one worker lost consciousness 

due to confirmed exposure to carbon monoxide. 

7 25-Jan-17 Central west RESS Worker 
Worker fell off step ladder and fractured wrist. 

 

 


